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One of the objectives of the research project was to analyse patterns of testamentary giving with 
particular reference to the personal characteristics of testators, including their gender, religion, 
family status and occupation. This information has been recorded for all wills admitted to 
probate in the years of analysis, not just those which include a charitable bequest. This enabled 
the research team to draw conclusions as to the characteristics of those who are currently most 
likely to make charitable gifts on death and those who most likely will not. Most third sector 
organisations which rely on legacies as a source of income will have developed a profile of their 
typical benefactor, gathered from their own experience of bequests. However, this research 
provides data on the characteristics of all who have made charitable bequests in one jurisdiction 
in a particular year.  

The paper will address some of the following questions - Are women more inclined to be 
charitable on death than men? Are people with dependents less likely to leave legacies than those 
without? Does a person's religion (or lack of religion) impact on their charitable giving? Which 
professions are the least/most benevolent? The research makes it possible to provide a profile of 
the type of person who is most likely to leave money to charity at the end of their life. Although 
some of the results might have been reasonably predicted, others will undoubtedly cause 
surprise. This information will be useful to those organisations who seek to increase their income 
from legacies, enabling them to target more efficiently the individuals who are most likely to 
benefit their organisation. The paper will also trace how the personal characteristics of those 
making charitable bequests have changed over time, a process which provides a new perspective 
on and interesting insights into both philanthropy and the key social and economic developments 
of the 20th Century.  

 


