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It has been just over a decade since a long-standing philanthropic phenomenon, 
diaspora or migrant philanthropy, has entered into the consciousness of 
development actors, donors, migration-and-development analysts, researchers, 
and philanthropy advocates. Migrant philanthropy’s rise a decade ago coincided 
with the prominence of overseas remittances from international migrants —to the 
point that overseas migrants and tagged as development agents (Faist, 2008), 
and that this civic action by overseas migrants to the country of origin has 
expanded to include concepts such as “social remittances” (Levitt and Lamba-
Nieves, 2011) and transnational political action. 
 
But how has migrant philanthropy as a discourse and a form of development aid 
these past ten years? How have these developments coincided with the 
changing trends surrounding countries’ look at the international migration 
phenomenon? What about overseas migrants? With civic action from them 
becoming more commonplace (as evidenced by actions such as the Arab 
Spring), is migrant philanthropy now in a position to be more prominent —and its 
impact more felt (Newland, Terrazas and Munster, 2010)? What about public 
policies by both origin and sending countries: how have they responded to the 
migrant philanthropy phenomenon all these years (Newland, Terrazas and 
Munster, 2010)? 
 
As a form of development aid and development finance, migrant philanthropy 
also has its challenges. These challenges come from those whose philanthropic 
actions remain less sophisticated compared with the bigger donors, or bigger 
organized migrant donor groups. In previous literature and known best practices, 
groups such as the American Indian Foundation have been renowned for 
working like established traditional donor organizations. The problem is with 
smaller donor groups: since they do not have the capacity to operate like big 
donors, they are constrained into doing philanthropic work in a systematic way. It 
is also to note that migrants are well-meaning amateurs in social development 
(Opiniano, 2007; since they are primarily foreigners in an overseas country, they 
are not primarily trained as nonprofit professionals (Opiniano, 2007; Opiniano, 
2005). It still remains a wonder why there are less studies on the philanthropic 
management practices of migrant donors. Given the study and practice of 
migrant philanthropy globally, what have been the phenomenon’s trademarks by 
type of donor? What have also been the opportunities and threats to further 
maximize the potential of this form of development aid that comes directly from 
ordinary donors, precisely from migrants? 
 



This paper serves to make a critical essay of how migrant philanthropy has been 
studied, practiced and assessed globally. This paper serves to move forward 
from previous studies that attempted at regional discussions on migrant 
philanthropy (e.g. Asia, by Sidel, 2008;). The paper, to be primarily geared by key 
informant interviews and synthesis of related literature, will attempt to produce a 
global scoping study on the study and practice of migrant philanthropy. It will also 
attempt to capture the perspectives of both the migrant-sending and migrant 
receiving countries, given the transnational nature —and obviously differing 
perspective —of international migration. This paper also seeks to suggest new 
areas of research on diaspora or migrant philanthropy globally, regionally and 
nationally/locally, given the observations over the past decade that span both the 
philanthropic world and the migration-and-development community. 
 


