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Migrant or diaspora philanthropy has been a popular form of development aid in 
the past decade. This phenomenon benefits the origin country of migrants, what 
with overseas-based citizens continuing to look back to where they came from 
through philanthropic and civic action —be it while they are overseas, or are 
making occasional visits to their birthplaces, or when they go home for good. 
 
One popular mode of diaspora philanthropy, as documented by previous 
scholars (Orozco, 2003; Newland, Terrazas and Munster, 2010; Oxfam Novib, 
2004; Hilber, 2008; Lacroix, 2010) is hometown associations. These groups are 
made up of overseas migrants based in the destination country with a desire to 
provide as much help to the origin country.  
 
While previous studies have documented the initiatives of such associations 
(Hilber, 2008; Lacroix, 2010), and have even presented a framework of how to 
analyze the work of hometown associations (Orozco, 2006), there is still a limited 
look at the philanthropic management practices of migrant donor organizations 
such as hometown associations, registered charities in the host country and in 
the origin country, migrant-run foundations, among others. Hometown 
associations may be considered as small donor groups in that these groups 
operate on their own, usually have the desire to help that comes from its 
members, but operate a less-systematized approach in conducting philanthropic 
activities unlike what established foundations, non-government organizations and 
like-minded voluntary associations do. 
 
This paper will attempt to look at two cases of transnational migrant donor 
organizations and their philanthropic practices. Findings from this study are 
sliced from a bigger project titled Remittance Investment Climate Analysis in 
Rural Hometowns (RICART), a research project that aimed to study whether 
overseas Filipinos and their families from rural birthplaces will be investing and/or 
doing business in their rural hometowns or not. This RICART project is currently 
being done in the municipality of Pandi in Bulacan province, the Philippines. 
(Pandi is a second-class income municipality in the Philippines that is some 41 
kms. north of Manila, the Philippine capital). 
 
In relation to the conduct of RICART, the author will present the cases of two 
migrant donor associations: the Philippine Advocates for Neighborhood 
Development, Inc. (PANDI), formed by a Filipino-American; and the Rene 
Concepcion Pedrozo Foundation, founded by a Filipino couple now based in 
Germany. These groups have been helping their rural hometown for over-five 
years now. So this paper intends to see the philanthropic management practices 



of these two donor groups. These case studies form part of a rapid rural 
appraisal (RRA) method that the RICART project did to survey the socio-
economic and investment conditions of the rural hometown. 
 
At the same time, RICART conducted a survey of migrants, migrant families and 
non-migrant families in Pandi. That survey included some questions on 
hometown philanthropy, and can be used as secondary data in order for migrant 
donor groups and other civil society organizations to see the demand side of the 
philanthropic help and how supply side should respond to harnessing these 
donations for efficient philanthropic management in the rural hometown. 
 
 


