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The study analyzes the eroding trust amongst civil society organizations and the state in the post 
9/11 world. The civil society organizations operating in the terror inflicted regions are facing a 
conundrum where on one hand they are involved in their customary functions of advocacy and 
provision of services while at the same time their name frequently features with works of security 
apparatus of donor countries. The infamous involvement of Dr. Shakeel Afridi in the fake polio 
vaccination campaign conducted under the auspices of Save the Children to trace Osama Bin 
Laden is one case amongst many that fits this description. It has been posited that this 
convolution of objectives is detrimental for the trust relationship amongst civil society 
organizations and society in general and may bring in the legitimation crisis for these 
organizations. The suspicious relationship amongst civil society and community transpires to be 
bone of contention between civil society organizations and the state where the latter unlike the 
past where civil society organizations were thought of as contributing towards the overall growth 
and wellbeing of a country has now constrained their activities due to the growing suspicions.  
The concept of civil society includes a wide variety of interest groups both organized and those 
that lack resources. Civil society is an “arena of a collective action around shared interests and 
values that are distinct from the state, family and market” (Howell & Lind, 2009). The 
characterization of developmental aid as a tool for enhancing the security of the West instead of 
its traditional purpose as a humanitarian effort on the part of the donors to enhance the well-being 
or betterment of the people of developing regions has been referred to as “securitization of aid” 
(Duffield, 2001; Howell & Lind, 2009; Lewis & Kanji, 2009a).   
The impact of securitization of aid has been hypothesized to deplete social capital (trust) amongst 
citizens and NGOs/civil society organizations (Howell & Lind, 2009) . This has implications for the 
prospects of development as from Tocqueville (De Tocqueville, 2004) to Fukuyama (Fukuyama, 
2001) associations and social capital has been argued to be the life blood of political and 
economic development. 
This paper is going to provide evidence regarding people’s perception of civil society 
organizations working in their communities and also that of government functionaries. The 
research design employed for the study is comprised of qualitative approach (Creswell, 2009). 
Thus, long interviews and focus groups of recipient of services of civil society organizations are 
underway in the regions of Swat and tribal areas of Pakistan. Some of the interviews are already 
been completed while the rest is scheduled in the next couple of weeks.  The rationale for 
selecting the qualitative methodology is because contours of the construct, “securitization of aid”, 
have been well established within development literature without providing some categorical 
evidence. Furthermore, the opinions can best be gathered by embedding in the real life scenarios 
of respondents and asking them about the phenomenon.  The paper argues that the 
phenomenon, securitization of aid, exists and that the countries targeted as aid recipient under 
this strategy experience the erosion of the building block of any civil society organization, its 
legitimacy based on neutrality and citizens’ trust.  
The concept has been conceptually developed in the literature with the evidence mostly coming 
from the experience of the researcher in the regions of conflict without being supported by either 
from the perspective of the stakeholders nor being operationalized so that it can be used to be 
measured in future studies. Hence the contribution of this research will be twofold: it will explore 
the perception of the recipients of aid regarding the securitization aspect of it and will also sketch 
its contours to make it more objectively measurable. The paper uses institutional theory 
(Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012; North, 1990)and cultural dimensions (Hofstede, 2001) to 
understand the changing relationships and their causes. 
The conclusions drawn from the study are envisaged to contribute towards the civil society and 
policy making literature. The topic is embedded in a broader context of terrorism and 
development where the repercussions of blurring the boundaries between voluntary action and 
collaboration in security sector are discussed. The topic is extremely relevant and significant for 
international audience as the topics like terrorism and development are not only confined to one 



region or state but has a significant impact on the lives of many a people. In the unsecure times 
of today, civil society organizations are compelled to indulge in activities that push the domains of 
their boundaries, thus, resulting in receding of their image and consequently their legitimacy as a 
neutral non-partisan entity with a sole purpose of concentrating on welfare of the people. 
 
 


